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APPENDIXB  AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE

B.1 COOPERATING AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN NAVY AND NATIONAL MARINE
FISHERIES SERVICE, HEADQUARTERS

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-2000

5090
N454/13U139571
11 January 2013

Mr. Samuel D. Rauch III
Assistant Administrator, Acting
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Rauch:

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the United States
(U.S.) Department of the Navy (Navy) is preparing a Supplement to the 2011 Gulf of Alaska
Navy Training Activities Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact
Statement and Record of Decision for Final Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement for the Gulf of Alaska Navy Training Activities. The
supplemental analysis will support authorization of incidental takes of marine mammals under
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and incidental takes of threatened and endangered
marine species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Existing federal regulatory permits
and authorizations expire in May 2016.

The Gulf of Alaska (GOA) consists of three components: 1) The GOA Temporary Maritime
Activities Area, 2) U.S. Air Force (Air Force) over-land special use airspace (SUA) and air
routes over the GOA and State of Alaska, and 3) U.S. Army (Army) training lands. Collectively,
for the purposes of the Supplement to the EIS/OEIS (SEIS/OEIS), these areas are referred to as
the Alaska Training Areas. The Air Force SUA and Army training lands were previously
analyzed for NEPA purposes under separate environmental documents and are not included in
the analysis in this SEIS/OEIS.

The SEIS/OEIS will present the results of a literature search that will include any new
research that could affect the analysis. The SEIS/OEIS will also analyze data using an acoustic
model not used in the 2011 EIS/OEIS, the Navy Acoustics Effects Model, to estimate marine
species effects. The updated information and new acoustic model does not alter the Navy’s
original purpose and need, proposed action, or alternative analysis as discussed in the 2011
EIS/OEIS; therefore, the alternative analysis presented in the 2011 EIS/OEIS remains relevant
and is not proposed to be reanalyzed in the SEIS/OEIS.

An important aspect of the GOA Navy Training Activities SEIS/OEIS will be the analysis
of the acoustic effects to marine species protected under the MMPA and the ESA. The GOA
Navy Training Activities SEIS/OEIS is also intended to serve as a basis for renewing current
regulatory permits and authorizations and obtaining those permits and authorizations necessary
to support the Preferred Alternative as outlined in the Record of Decision for Final
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Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement for the Gulf of
Alaska Navy Training Activities.

The MMPA Final Rule, Letter of Authorization, and Programmatic Biological Opinion for
GOA will expire in May 2016. To complete the analysis required by the permitting and
consultation process, the Navy and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will need to
work together. Therefore, in accordance with the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ)
NEPA guidelines (specifically 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1501) and CEQ’s 2002
guidance on cooperating agencies, the Navy requests that NMFS serve as a cooperating agency
for the development of the GOA Navy Training Activities SEIS/OEIS.

As the lead agency, the Navy will be responsible for overseeing preparation of the
SEIS/OEIS that includes, but is not limited to, the following:

® Gathering all necessary background information and preparing the EIS/OEIS and all
necessary permit applications associated with acoustic issues within the GOA SEIS/OEIS
Study Area.

® Working with NMFS personnel to determine the method of estimating potential effects to
protected marine species, including threatened and endangered species.

e Circulating the appropriate NEPA documentation to the general public and any other
interested parties.

® Scheduling and supervising meetings held in support of the NEPA process, and
compiling any comments received.

® Maintaining an administrative record and responding to any Freedom of Information Act
requests relating to the SEIS/OEIS.

The Navy respectfully requests that NMFS, in its role as a cooperating agency, provide
support as follows:

* Provide timely comments after the Agency Information Meeting (which will be held at
the onset of the SEIS/OEIS process) and on working drafts of the SEIS/OEIS documents.
The Navy requests that comments on draft SEIS/OEIS documents (Version 2) be
provided within 30 working days.

® Respond to Navy requests for information, in particular, those related to review of the
acoustic effects analysis and evaluation of the effectiveness of protection and mitigation
measures.

e Coordinate, to the maximum extent practicable, any public comment periods that are
necessary in the MMPA permitting process with the Navy’s NEPA public comment
periods.
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Enclosure 1: Alaska Training Areas
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Supplement to the Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement
(SEIS/OEIS) for Gulf of Alaska (GOA) Navy Training Activities

MILESTONE

DATE

Notice of Intent Published in Federal Register

16 Jan 2013

Scoping Period

16 Jan - 18 Mar 2013

*** No Scoping Meetings ***

Prepare Draft EIS/OEIS

Apr 2013 — Jun 2014

Release Draft EIS/OEIS to Public

Jun 2014

Draft EIS/OEIS Public Comment Period (60 days)

20 Jun 2014 - 19 Aug 2014

Kodiak, AK Monday, 21 July 2014
) ) Anchorage, AK Tuesday, 22 July 2014
Public Hearings Homer, AK Wednesday, 23 July 2014
Juneau, AK Friday, 25 July 2014
Cordova, AK Saturday, 26 July 2014
Prepare Final EIS/OEIS Sep 2014 - Jan 2016
Release Final EIS/OEIS to Public 15 Jan 2016
Record of Decision signed 05 Apr 2016

Enclosure 2: Notional Schedule of Events
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B.2 COOPERATING AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES
SERVICE, ALASKA REGION, AND NAVY
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