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Honorable Victoria Demmert
Yakutat Tlingit Tribe

P.O. Box 418

Yakutat, AK 95689

Dear Honorable Demmert:

SUBJECT: GULF OF ALASKA NAVY TRAINING ACTIVITIES ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENT IMPACT STATEMENT

The U.S. Navy has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement /Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) for
the Gulf of Alaska Navy Training Activities. The Draft EIS/OEIS
addresses ongoing and proposed military training activities, as
well as proposed force structure changes and the introduction of
new weapons and systems to the Fleet.

Air and sea training activities are conducted within a
Temporary Maritime Activities Area located in the Gulf of Alaska
and Alaska’s inland training areas, collectively known as the
Alaska Training Areas (see Enclosure 1). The land, air, and sea
components of the Alaska Training Areas provide the space and
resources needed to realistically train Navy Sailors to achieve
and maintain Fleet readiness.

The Navy is requesting and welcomes your comments on the
Draft EIS/OEIS. A copy of the Draft EIS/OEIS is enclosed. The
Draft EIS/OEIS also is available in electronic form on the
EIS/OEIS project Web site www.GulfofAlaskaNavyEIS.com. Comments
may be submitted via the project Web site or mailed to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Northwest

ATTN: Mrs. Amy Burt-Gulf of Alaska EIS/OEIS Project Manager
1101 Tautog Circle, Suite 203

Silverdale, WA 98315-1101

All comments must be received by January 25, 2010, to ensure
they become part of the official record. All timely comments
will be addressed in the Final EIS/OEIS.

Please note that five public hearings have been scheduled to
provide information about, and receive public comments on, the
Draft EIS/OEIS. All public hearings include an open house
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information session beginning at 5:00 p.m. and a presentation
and oral comment session beginning at 7:00 p.m. Public hearings
will be held on the following dates and locations:

Thursday, January 7, 2010
Kodiak High School Cafeteria
722 Mill Bay Road

Kodiak, AK 99615

Friday, January 8, 2010
Fairview Recreation Center
Main Gymnasium

1121 E. 10th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501

Saturday, January 9, 2010

West Homer Elementary School Gymnasium
995 Soundview Avenue

Homer, AK 99603

Monday, January 11, 2010
Juneau Arts & Culture Center
Main Hall

350 Whittier Street

Juneau, AK 99801

Tuesday, January 12, 2010
Orca Adventure Lodge
Meeting Room and Café
2500 Orca Road

Cordova, AK 99574

For more information, please visit the Web site,
www.GulfofAlaskaNavyEIS.com, or contact Mrs. Amy Burt at 360-
396-0924.

Sincerely,

%OW\M\.‘(DW‘%

L. M. FOSTER
By direction

Enclosures: (1) Map of Alaska Training Areas
(2) Gulf of Alaska Navy Training Activities EIS/OEIS
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January 22, 2010

Naval Facilities Engincering Command Northwest

ATTN: Mrs. Amy Burt- Gulf of Alaska EIS/OEIS Project Manager
1101 Tautog Circle, Suite 203

Silverdale, WA 98315-1101

Department of the Navy:

On behalf of the Native Village of Afognak, a federally tecognized tribe of the Kodiak Archipelago,
whose mission is to protect our traditional use areas for our tribal members, we are writing in

tesponse to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Navy Training Activities in the Gulf of
Alaska.

We would like to state that we do not support activities that may adversely affect the marine life in
the proposed TMAA. Not only do our members rely on the ocean for subsistence, but also many
make their living from the ocean.

In closing, we understand the impottance of the Navy being prepared, but not at the expense of our
matine life and our ocean environment. The Native Village of Afognak strongly suppotts the No
Action Alternative.

Sincerely,

Wl Qysde—

Melissa Borton
Tribal Administrator

135 Mill Bay Road, Swite 201 K Kodiak, AR 99615 K phowe 907-486-6357  * fax 707-456-6527



Native Viliage of Eyak

P.O. Box 1388

Cordova, Alaska 99574

Ph (907) 424-7738 * Fax (907) 424-7739

January 22, 2010

Navy Facilities Engineering Command Northwest
1101 Tautog Circle, Suite 203
Silverdale, WA 98315-1101

Attn: Mrs. Amy Burt — Gulf of Alaska EIS/OEIS Project Manager
Re: Comments on Gulf of Alaska Navy Training Activities EIS/OEIS

Dear Mrs, Burt,

I am writing on behalf of the Native Village of Eyak (NVE) to comment on the Gulf of Alaska
Navy Training Activities EIS/OEIS. NVE is a federally recognized tribe with our traditional use area
primarily in the Prince William Sound, the Copper River, and the Gulf of Alaska. We are based in
Cordova, Alaska, where most of our members currently reside. Since Cordova is an isolated rural
community accessible only by air or water, the cost of living is extremely high. For that reason, the
majority of our people rely heavily on subsistence hunting, fishing, and gathering for their survival.
Consequently, it is imperative that we manage the environment and aquatic resources in the most
sustainable and judicious manner. The health and productivity of our environment is in direct
correlation with the health and productivity of our community.

The Native Village of Eyak supports the mission of the Navy and the need for readiness training.
However, we are very concerned about the North Pacific and Gulf of Alaska ecosystems and encourage
the Navy to take every possible precaution to protect this environment. The Gulf of Alaska and Prince
William Sound are very important parts of our traditional homeland. NVE deems it vitally important to
ensure that the Navy training activities do not adversely impact our aquatic resources. NVE has several
concerns in relation to the training activities.

The proposed activities would release a substantial amount of hazardous materials into the
marine environment. While the draft FIS contains information on the hazardous content and the pounds
of hazardous materials in the individual weapons expended under each alternative, the FEIS should
include a table listing the specific content and amounts of the hazardous materials contained in the total
expended materials under each alternative. The EIS states that releasing individual expended materials
would not have a significant effect on the environment, but does not mention whether the cumulative
effect of adding those contaminants into the marine environment was analyzed. Release of toxic
substances in the water may be quickly diluted; however, some toxic substances have the potential to
bioaccumulate in the food chain. Will the Navy be able to ensure that our subsistence foods will still be
safe to eat?

The Gulf of Alaska supports habitats of threatened and endangered populations of marine
mammals and salmon. These populations have already been impacted by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill and
have just recently begun to recover. Marine mammals and fish may be physiologically or behaviorally



affected as a result of the proposed activities. The effects of training activities could result in direct
physical injury, death, or failure to reach the next developmental stage. Elevated concentrations of
certain chemicals can cause adverse effects on aquatic biota including reduced survival, impaired
reproduction, and reduced growth. No long term population studies have been conducted for previous
Naval training exercises. Will the Navy to be able to ensure that their training activities will not affect
the long term productivity of marine mammals and fish populations?

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft EIS/OEIS and request that the Native

Village of Eyak be kept informed on environmental issues and job and business opportunities with this
exercise on a government to government basis.

Sincerely, M

Native Village of Eyak Traditional Council

Robert Henrichs, President

10,000 years in our Traditional Homeland, Prince William Sound, the Copper River Delta, & the Guif of Alaska






